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Having Fun? 
Mike Donofrio 
 
Most motorsports is a series of ups & 
downs, the times when everything is 
working, and going well, and those times 
that it isn’t. What is most important is 
that through the good and the bad you 
are still having fun; after all that is what 
got us all here in the first place.  
 
This past weekend I spent at Watkins 
Glen brings that all back into 
perspective. There were only five of us 
representing the CNY region out of 
around 250. Saturday which was 
qualifying brought overcast skies and 
rain all day. Sunday was sunny, 70’s and 
dry.  
 
There was Tim Murphy Jr. & Sr., Mike 
Gould, Gary Nickerson and myself. Tim 
Sr. was out for his second race in their 
Spec Miata, following his last time out 
in Lime Rock where he had a little 
incident with a wall. Fortunately this 
time he did not, and brought it back in 
one piece. Both of them qualified well, 
having rain tires certainly did not hurt. 
The same can not be said for other 
members of the group. 
 
Mike Gould certainly had the biggest 
disappointment of the weekend. His 
Formula Continental required a wrecker 
to get it back in the trailer, after a two 
car incident leaving neither drivable. He 
was fine but the car wasn’t. It was 
missing a wheel, wing, and part of the 
transaxle. Plus there were numerous 
components still attached that were 
fairly damaged.   
 
Gary Nickerson, I never saw so I have 
nothing to report on his results. I on the 

other hand am the proud owner of a rain 
tireless Miata. Instead I opted for the 
generous 4/32nd shaved race tire as the 
ace up my sleeve.  Qualifying in the rain 
was like trying to autocross a zamboni, it 
handled great so long as you weren’t in a 
hurry.  
 
Sunday proved to be much better, since I 
could put my tires into proper use. The 
only downfall was that I was only able to 
use them for about 6 laps. The rest were 
under caution and that is how we ended. 
However, it could have been worse. I 
didn’t smash into anything, nothing 
broke and most importantly I had fun 
doing it. 
 
So whether taming a road course or 
navigating some cones, having fun 
should still the motivating factor. 
Regardless of your results or level of 
competition don’t lose sight of what got 
you here to begin with. Myself, it has 
always been driving fast, and trying to 
do things with four wheels that I am not 
sure laws of physics will allow. To me, 
that is FUN!  
 
 

 
 

 



CNY General Membership Meeting Held on July 12, 2006 at Barbagallo’s
Restaurant in East Syracuse, NY

The meeting was called to order at 7:25 by CNYR
Regional Executive Michael Donofrio. Mike greeted
members as club members dried off from the day’s
flooding in CNY, but a hard core group of enthusiasts
was in attendance and ready for some club news.

Assistant Regional Executive: Anthony
Donofrio.....Was not in attendance...undoubtably
splashing around in some puddles.

Treasurer: Jay Cartini - Put his marketing hat on and
began discussion planning about the upcoming Sport
Compact and Truck Blast on Sunday July 30th, and
CNY-SCCA’s presence there. Jay also announced he
has expanded his vast collection of technicolor pants
and will be rockin a new pair just for this car
show......the meeting came to a halt.....Jay broke the
silence by also stating he has binders full of past
“Snarling Exhaust’s” and will be passing them on to
region historian Mike Fuller.

Secretary: Joe Zingaro - Made a motion that the
minutes be accepted as printed in the previous
Snarling, some laughed, some cried, and the motion
was granted. 

Activities Chair: Bruce Parker - Bruce reported on
the annual pilgrimage to the Watkins Glen SCCA
National Race on Saturday July 8th, and a great lunch
of “Mr. Chicken” was had by all. Bruce also reminded
all of the Annual CNY-SCCA Summer Picnic at the
Onondaga Yacht Club at 6:00pm held in place of
next month’s membership meeting

Solo II: Mark Bizzozero - Mark reported on the
successful event held at the Historic Cherry Valley
Kart Track in Lafayette on July 9th. Some timing issues
at first caused concern, but the resilient “Solo Gang”
rolled with the punches and had a great event
nonetheless. Mark wanted to remind all of the
upcoming NE Divisional Solo at the Seneca Army
Depot.

Editor/Webmaster: Media Guru Joe Kramer was in
attendance and noted he can correct the cable issues
which caused the timing problems encountered a the
recent Solo, once again proving his moniker as the
“King of All Media and Communications”. 

Flagging and Communications: Mike Fuller was not
in attendance, but Andy Beyer stepped right in and
reported on all the happenings at the recent Watkins
Glen National; noting the good racing and fantastic
weather.

Competition: Joe Zingaro reported on the recent
Watkins Glen SCCA National where CNY was very
well represented. David Kicak took third in Jerry
Doner’s F-Production MG Midget. Joe Zingaro, crew
chief Mike Zingaro, and chief car cleaner Ian
Zingaro took second in GT-Lite in their Nissan Sentra,
and Jim Ocuto took the checkered flag first in his
Showroom Stock B Mazda Miata.

Merchandise: The “Murphy Contingent” was not in
attendance.

Old Business: None

New Business: Club members and CNY-SCCA
sponsors Jeff Phillips of J&J Automotive and Bruce
Fehlman of Fehlman Bros. Automotive to discuss the
region’s possible involvement in the upcoming CNY
Automotive Service Center’s Car Care Fair at the
Fayetteville Towne Center on Saturday September 30th

from 9am-3pm. The show will consist of the annual
Car Care Fair which assists car owners with assessing
their automotive needs, a diverse car show with prizes
in various classes, and automotive trade booths and
exhibits. The region will gladly assist the Car Care Fair
with the logistics of traffic control and various other
functions, and the Car Care Fair reciprocated with the
offering of a space for a CNY-SCCA promotional
booth. 

Jay Cartini once again won the 50/50 Raffle taking
home $8.00....or so he thought....he made the mistake
of saying the if everyone put in an extra $1, he would
donate his money back to the club. Well..spite was in
the air, as everyone stepped up and the club’s total was
now $24. Jay truly is a marketing/finance genius.

The meeting was adjourned somewhere around 8:15
ish.

Submitted, Joe Zingaro

CNYR Secretary

 



CNY- SCCA 
Annual Picnic

Wednesday, August 9, 2006
6:00 P M 

Onondaga Yacht Club

The annual picnic will again be on the second Wednesday of
August ( the normal SCCA meeting day.........second Wed.. of
the month ).
The venue will be , as in the past several years, the Onondaga
Yacht Club, in Liverpool.
The weather has been terrific for several years in a row and we
anticipate the same this year.  However, rain or shine, the Yacht
Club offers a great place for our picnic. Please be careful as
you drive across the parkway to the Yacht Club from
Sycamore Street.
The price for everything is going up,up , up. But not here at
the CNY Region of the  SCCA. The fee remains just $5.00
per person. Hard to believe right.
The meal cost about $15.00 per person. That’s right, $15.00 per
person. So how do we do it?  The financial guru of the club (Jay,
our treasurer) claims he has a secret plan to overcome the
apparent financial loss.  His secret plan.............VOLUME!! 
So please plan to attend, pay your $5.00, add to the volume,
have a great time and play right into his financial plan to make
millions for the club. 



CNY SCCA 

Final Results, #3 - 2006CherryValMS1 - 7/9/2006 
Total Registered: 55, with Times: 54 

'Super Stock' - Total Entries: 2 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 83 Kunkel, Wayne 2003 Porschit 55.189 54.575 55.734 54.156 54.156 -

2 10 hall, geoff 02 chevy corvette 56.008+DNF 55.765 55.779 55.734 55.734 1.578

'A Stock' - Total Entries: 1 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 35 Lyons, Chris 2005 Subaru WRX/STI CNY 54.843 55.382+DNF 54.651 56.340 54.651 -

'B Stock' - Total Entries: 1 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1T 77 davis, cindy 1985 porsche targa 82.181+DNF 74.685 69.340 86.427+DNF 69.340 -

'D Stock' - Total Entries: 2 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 68 Izyk, John 2003 Subaru WRX CNY 59.699 59.929 58.582 59.038 58.582 -

2 m 941 Parrow, Chris 2006 Subaru WRX 61.378 61.327 58.661 59.502 58.661 0.079

'E Stock' - Total Entries: 4 Trophies: 2 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 84 Murphy Sr., Timothy 1984 Mazda RX-7 GSL CNY 60.635 62.295 61.210 61.112 60.635 -

2T 8 Newton, Scott 1987 Porsche 944 CNY 63.558 63.076 62.421 60.953 60.953 0.318

3 7 wilson, Mark 1986 RX-7 66.401 64.615 63.608 65.170 63.608 2.655

4 50 Dononue, Bruce 1984 Porsche 69.824 65.541 65.412 64.665 64.665 1.057

'F Stock' - Total Entries: 4 Trophies: 2 Region Times Total Diff.
1T 20 davis II, charles 2004 pontiac gto 66.319+DNF 63.609 61.873 60.410 60.410 -

2T 13 McCullough, Thomas 1997 mark VIII 64.134 62.500+DNF 62.858 62.145 62.145 1.735

3 93 davis, wes 2004 Pontiac GTO 67.854 63.168 65.193 63.036 63.036 0.891

4 14 Kerestedjian, Paul 1968 Ford Mustang 68.398 66.582 65.761 65.960 65.761 2.725

'G Stock' - Total Entries: 5 Trophies: 2 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 91 Kramer, Joe 2006 Mini Cooper S CNY 56.874 56.541 56.316 56.758 56.316 -

2Tm 14 Elve, Charlie 2004 Mini Cooper S 61.393 60.782 61.996 60.788 60.782 4.466

3 m 69 Poniros, George 2003 Nissan Altima 60.962 61.525+DNF 61.019 60.468+DNF 60.962 0.180

4 55 Larson, Joshua 2004 VW Jetta 61.766 62.176 61.707 62.388 61.707 0.745

5 88 Cammarata, Jon 2004 Mini Cooper S 61.795 62.199 61.738 62.167 61.738 0.031

'H Stock' - Total Entries: 3 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.



1Tm 711 Bizzozero, Mark 2004 Mini Cooper CNY 57.861 57.885 58.470 58.657 57.861 -

2 25 Bhagalia, zarosh 1999 VW Beetle 65.806 65.448 65.066 64.981 64.981 7.120

3 m 32 Sager, Matthew 1989 Honda Prelude 66.084 66.301 66.548 66.085 66.084 1.103

'C Street Prepared' - Total Entries: 2 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 85 Donofrio, Anthony 2004 Dodge SRT-4 CNY 55.391 54.176 55.072 54.104 54.104 -

2 106 Peck, Lyndon 1991 Honda CRX MoHud 57.266 56.724 56.544 56.741 56.544 2.440

'E Street Prepared' - Total Entries: 2 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 88 Stojkovski, Ted 1988 Ford Mustang CNY 60.597 60.149 72.879+DNF 77.775+DNF 60.149 -

2 m 16 Phillips, Oliver C. 1987 Chevy Camaro CNY 60.880 61.106 60.892 60.418 60.418 0.269

'B Prepared' - Total Entries: 1 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1T 11 Meyer, William 1965 Ford Cobra 53.296 52.810 52.530 52.148 52.148 -

'E Prepared' - Total Entries: 1 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 142 Coffin, Jon 1984 VW Rabbit 56.652 56.481 56.396 55.959 55.959 -

'F Prepared' - Total Entries: 1 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1T 47 Darminio, Mike 1973 Porsche 914 62.887+DNF 60.380 59.595 59.872 59.595 -

'A Modified' - Total Entries: 3 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 4 Mogle, Richard 2006 Ram CNY 60.241 55.040 54.625 54.211 54.211 -

2 m 99 Hidy, Lee 1989 March Hare 64.040 87.802 64.040 9.829

3 m 919 Hidy, Henry 1989 March Hare DNS

'B Modified' - Total Entries: 2 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1T 171 Manzolini, Dave 92 Form Renault 55.488 51.553 50.374 49.076 49.076 -

2 17 Gressel, Steve 1992 Formula Renault 51.590 50.551 49.838 49.799 49.799 0.723

'E Modified' - Total Entries: 2 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 22 Franklin, Rex 1962 MG Midget 55.021 53.406 54.551 53.406 -

2 m 122 Franklin, Tammy 1962 MG Midget 59.617 59.859 58.298 58.434 58.298 4.892

'Street Touring (Tire)' - Total Entries: 4 Trophies: 2 Region Times Total Diff.

1T 16 Sell, Joe 1992 Honda Civic MoHud 56.582 56.548 56.505 56.668 56.505 -

2Tm 43 Sager, John F. 1995 Plymouth Neon CNY 58.285 57.473 57.433 58.592 57.433 0.928

3 m 168 Hirschey, Pete 2000 Subaru Impreza 2.5 RS CNY 59.230 58.563 58.782 58.498 58.498 1.065

4 m 143 Sager, John W. 1995 Plymouth Neon CNY 61.770 60.011 59.539 59.600 59.539 1.041

'Street Modified' - Total Entries: 3 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.



1Tm 79 Gravius, Mark 1985 Chevy Camaro CNY 56.160+DNF 56.687 55.245 +DNS 55.245 -

2 2 Schorer, Wm. Cale 2002 Nissan Maxima 60.299+DNF 60.773+DNF 58.982 58.758 58.758 3.513

3 11 Lebied, Peter 2002 Subaru WRX 62.772 64.441 62.779 63.415 62.772 4.014

'F125 Shifter Kart' - Total Entries: 5 Trophies: 2 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 5 Heffron, Corey Kart 51.570 49.568 49.763 49.568 -

2Tm 54 Heffron, Ed Kart CNY 55.688 54.151 52.138 49.953 49.953 0.385

3 m 77 Donofrio, Mike Kart 53.777 51.825 50.715 53.590 50.715 0.762

4 m 11 Cartini, Jay Kart CNY 55.596 55.327 55.402 54.239 54.239 3.524

5 m 48 Nagle, George Kart CNY 63.797 58.570 66.355+DNF 57.052 57.052 2.813

'Junior Kart 1' - Total Entries: 2 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 3 Cartini, Hollie Kart CNY 71.358 71.543 72.490 71.332 71.332 -

2 197 Hidy, Danae 1997 mxk kart 141.505+DNF 72.515 72.515 1.183

'Junior Kart 2' - Total Entries: 3 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1Tm 18 Mogle, Caye Kart CNY 66.822 58.570 65.419 69.636 58.570 -

2 m 181 Mogle, Jonathan Kart CNY 80.070 72.563+DNF 70.186+DNF 67.814 67.814 9.244

3 97 Hidy, Matt MXK Kart 1990 122.761 121.442 101.236 94.403 94.403 26.589

'Novice' - Total Entries: 2 Trophies: 1 Region Times Total Diff.

1T FS 007 Cotter, Brandon 2005 Subaru 62.190 62.375 50.063 -

2 DS 27 Cosnmire, Michael 2002 GTI 63.633 63.703 50.779 0.716

Top Times Of Day Time Class # Driver

Raw time 49.076 BM 171 Manzolini, Dave

Pax 44.714 GS 91 Kramer, Joe

Stock 54.156 SS 83 Kunkel, Wayne

Street Prepared 54.104 CSP 85 Donofrio, Anthony

Prepared 52.148 BP 11 Meyer, William

Modified 49.076 BM 171 Manzolini, Dave

Touring 56.505 STS 16 Sell, Joe

Street Modified 55.245 SM 79 Gravius, Mark

Kart 49.568 F125 5 Heffron, Corey

Junior Kart 58.570 FJ2 18 Mogle, Caye

Novice 50.063 NFS 007 Cotter, Brandon
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